IV TOAR & CITY MANAGEMENT

NEW URBANISM

British urban strategy is
Increasingly drawing
on a US policy called
the New Urbanism,
whose strongest
advocate is addressing
the sustainable
summit. Robin
Hambleton examines
what it means to towns
and cities
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wmhe Delivenng Sustzinable
- Communiliss SuamTiit in
| Manchesteris a megdevent
B Around 2,000 delegates are
expecied o make their way o the GMEX
conference centre to hear speeches from
a number of influential speakers —
including Chancellor Gordon Brawn and
Home Secetary Charles Clarke, aswell as
the DPI John Frescoll.

Ir Prescott has made no secret of thesy,

[act that-he has been impressed by a
nurnbar af LS Mew Uibanist
developments and projects..

I his #dedress to our international
canferance on City Fulures, _h_r_e;_lf_ii»ir_-Ll.,1
Chicago last July, he suggested thatthe
UK approach Lo urban regeneration ool
be described as Mew Ubanism with a
British accent’ (The M), 29 July, 2004).

Itis no surprise, therefare, thatJohn
Morquist, arguably the strongest advacate
fior Mew Uibanismm, will be ane of the
speakers atthe G-MEX.

e Marguist, who stepped down after
15 years asimayor of Milwaukee last year,
i the: nesw president of the Congrass for
Mesw Urbanism (CLIY.

Foundedin 1993, and now based in
Chicage, the CHLY s a membership

organisalion which seeks to promates,
what members see as beller urban

clevelopment,

The arigins of the Mew Urbanism
movement can be traced to genuing
[ruslration with the quality-of urban
develapment taking place on the
penmeter of rost, if notall, US cities in
the posk-Secand World War periad.

First and faremeost, the founders of the
CMU wizre opponents of 'canventional
urban sprawl. Architects, landscape
architects and planners wanting lo creale
more liveable communities were in the
wanguare.

Stop disinvestment in central dlies,
challenge placeless development, do
something to improve the guality of
urban design = these were some of tha
aspirations of the movernent inthe early

American beauties;

views of Florida in
the US, where New
Urbanism means
sustainable
communifies
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stages. Sounds uncontroversial. But ‘ant
sprawd’ is mot the whole storg. On the
contary, debates about Mew Lirbanism in
the Usesemble a vernitable battleground
of idess and approaches.

Calourful and opinionaled
personalites; Wtopian thinking,
idealogueswhio are corvinced they
have all the answers, opponentswho

“seek torunmask the real motives of the

enthusiasts = the-debales and canflicts
about Mew Urbanism have it all

This is nol just a debate about ideas,
staring mare than 20 years aga, with the
flagship develaprment of Seaside, Florda
— an B0acre 'tradilional neighbournhood
development on the edge of the ccean
—the CNE can pointdo & substantial
number of projacts.

Several hundred Mew Urbanist

~ developrents have either been

completed ar are under construction

“within the US And the CHL now has
- arourd 2,300 members in 20 counties

and 49.US states,
Belore altempting to map the contaurs

“afthe debate, a word of cautionis

needed, Maw Urbanism is nata
monolithic movernent. Lively arguments -

‘overthe details of different design

strategies characterse the annual
meelings. What the movement stands for
isnat crystal clear and, indeed, this
ambiguity in core valles is seen as a flavw
by some crilics.

With that said, the THU has, at least, sal
out a Charler for Mew Urbanism

Butler Streak
il e e

&

articulating 27 principles which should
guide urban planning and design at three
spatial scales (nine principles at each
scale);
@ the region: melropolis, dly ancd town
@ the neighbourhood, the district and the
corridor
@& the black, the street and the building.

In some ways, the charer menzhy
restates mary Lo planning and urban
desigrprindples that have besn well
eslablished in Furope for decades. For
example: 'The develapment ang
redevelnprnent of towns and cities
should respect historical pattems,
precedents and boundaries” And:
rchitecture and landscape architecturs
should-grow lrom local eimate,
topograpy; history and building practice!

I athier ways, the principles go beyond
cify planning to s2t out aspirations for
sound urban governance: For example:
‘Revenue and resouftes can be shared
mare co-operatively amang
rounicipalities. -within regions; ta avoid
destructivie compelition fortax base_ !

sowhat is all- the fuss about? Here are
three of the main-contlict zones you can
expedt o see aired in anchester

First let's consider thiz-argument taking
place within architecture. Some architects
are passionately in favour of the planning
principles; if not the stistic implications,
of Mew Utbanism — induding George
Fergusan, curment president of the Royal
Inslitute of British Architects,

Mr Ferguson has carried aut seversl
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Urbanism for the UK?
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popular New Urbanist schemes in Bristol
and = an imporant point — his views are
grounded in successful pradipe,

Other archm:tﬂme lbrified I::-*-f'hp 5o,

guidelines Nésy, Libanists seck taimpose. o

They claitin e Urbism | is baf h-varrl
looking and.anti-medem. A,

ILis e that rrary New Lrban
projects have neo-traclitional designs
harking back to a bygane era. And this
'retrealinle the past’ is rejected as a
sensible way fonvard by many architects,
since it attemnpts to deny historical
change.

[his i5 o simplify a more complex
debale aboul the assthelics of

arehitecture, uiban design and the nature =

ol desirable townscape; This, in tum,
Spiliis Us into Fwider debaté‘about
s modemism and post: n'n:u_emw.: i Ih{*
s as awhole,

to, eeping to street level, we can say thal
won the one hand, Mew Urbanism can be

viewed as either peoplédriendly design at
“a human scale or, alternatively, as kitsch’

LiI'REW]EEJ-.:EjJ:L'J"fI'iI.'EI.1!,.!Tﬂ| crifics of Mew
Urbanisritcanbe praised for challenging

@ movement which pulls architects back
“inta the past, or dismissed for their

obsessitn with new, dramatic indwicual
buildings that win rcmgmtlon far
mdu--lduala

N any event, it can be au‘;;ut«*d that New
LJr|:t- akilsn 4 i nof, at its eart, concemed
with ‘style’ Blid rdther wiith the: spatial
structure: of desirable neighbourhoods
and cllies.

And this takes us into the seeond conllict

zone Sspatial planning,

Mew Uibanists, consistent with town
planning principles developed by
Ebeneazer Howard it Efgland in the

18505 — notably the 'gardé-'i’fili.r’ concept

— plesent a soung crtique of the way low-
density suburbar f]evelnj ment is eating
up fammiland and rfoahng Unsustainable
communities. 3,

It may surprise UK réaders to leam that =

in the LS there are, in fact, wvanous witers
who claim that spraw is a ‘gocs lh1rlg.l

- These urban schalars argue hat t}msﬂ
fho advocate the virtues of compact

cities have not demonstrated that they are

mare efficient, that the'US does not have
a lard shorlage, and that residents love
lowe-density housing. &
Meww Urbaanists delight in hammeding ¢ ;
these writers by showing they pay little
attention to the environmental and social
consequences of sprawl, and that they fail

to acknowdedge thal cilizen preferences, [

are influenced by what is available. Create
new kinds of lveable neighbourhoods

vaallable nevghbou:]m

antt pnoplc will flack to ther, is'the New

U:ba st response,

A more poweriul critique of the hew
Urbanjist-approach to spatial panrnn_.g,
Pigwever is thal iis-all over the plage

“when it comes {6 uban density.

“The New Urpamist ﬂ'ﬂﬂm refersto

development, and compact uban form -
all farniliar fealures of suslainable
developrent in European cities,

Far this strategy to weork — an approach
mfol-.-lngmlxed uze development with
dtizens enjgying the use of safe factpalhs
for many joumeys and taking ful

advantage of high-quality public

transpartation —we must have relatlu'eh,
high densiy:

The realiny is that the list of CHL [.-r{]je{ ts
ncludes many projects which do notsin

fact, mest [hl“‘ lesk Sorme Mew Urbanist
developments have anby- 10 dwellings per
acre — such as Kentlands, an "edge village’
in Gaithersburg, Manyland. In practice, wé
nesd-more Ii'age:SD to-150 dwellings per

acre 1o keep walkifig distances lo Jocal

failities redlly convenient, . .. '
Having <ai id thal, Believsiit or it s

fentands crr@ods the density, of l+1e

__‘-.'_.prc vl that surotnds it.

The third’ zu:ineaf conflict is socizl equity.
New Urbanists seek to ganstruct mised-
use, |‘|‘||:-c|_d~|nl_om-= nr.-‘-lghb.lurhnud" rhey

New Urbanisms
concernedwith the

. spatial structure of
desirable
“neighbourhoods

and cities -

Transit-onented -;

itbanist projects are infil developments,

are against 'gated’ communities which
exclude paaple, and they aspire to create
commurities that value diversity
These are fine ideals, but New Urbanists
can be accused of naive thinking:
First, some of the Mesws Urbanists appear
10 subscrilze to a smplistic belisf in
architectural determinism — they think S

esign can creale communitg

“n the UK, urban planners — and Lwas
one for a while — invohed with the design
of the rmarny New Tovens, have known that
this is a flawed idea, for the besl parl af
hall a century,

A morne defensille position is to «lrgue
that good planning and urban design can
creale ppporunities for corvivality, whilz Pireim T
bad design can Witk apainst sccial
inféfactions and exchange. New :
ibanisrm's scorecard an the u'.der
challenge of creating mare Er_]undbe cities
by heiping lows-incorne farmilies is less
fl'l'll'.'ln:'ﬁﬁ.'.'l.uﬂ i

True, some of the schemes have fostered
resicenlial miing, bk in many cases, the,,
New Urbanist’communities” afe timing
oul Lo be rather elilist settlements, with
average income levels mudh higher than .,
stirounding areas. This is ceainly tue for
some of the fm{.-;%]‘\ip projecs — such as
Seaside and Kentlands. .,

A, gz-'r|1r|[|:dl|::n ol ml:{ed IRComE
p;f.:jcm over timeis an ongoing problerm.

#i5uch a critique needsto acknowledgs:
lewever, that a good number of Mew

mixing peopls of different income groups
within the sarme Tixed-uséc r’ﬂvelopm-;nt

T :Ig":atc is c-::umplu_x and this 15 nota
L?’.JfT]pfFfIPH‘uI\"‘I" esarnination of US New
Urbanism. | recarmenand the CHL website
tey arpeane wha wants 1o find aut mare:
MAAALCIILLORE,

Rabin Hambleton is dean of the College

raf Urban Planvimg oned Public Algirs ot the

Linversity of iitnofs at Chicago



